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29th October 2018

Positive results for EuroBLECH 2018: Digitalisation sets the tone at
the world’s leading exhibition for the sheet metal working industry
The 25th International Sheet Metal Working Technology Exhibition, EuroBLECH 2018, ended
last week after four successful show days. A total of 56,301 visitors from around the world
came to Hanover to get an overview of the latest innovations and digital technologies for
sheet metal working and to invest in new manufacturing machinery. A total of 1,507
companies from 40 countries exhibited at this year’s show.
“There was a great atmosphere at the show, with an excellent mood on the exhibitor side as
well as the visitor side. Many exhibitors presented themselves this year with even more
impressive stands. They showcased an enormous variety of new machinery and innovative
solutions, and many of these were, once again, demonstrated live at the exhibition stands”,
says Evelyn Warwick, EuroBLECH Exhibition Director, on behalf of the organisers Mack
Brooks Exhibitions. “There was a noticeable technological advancement within the last two
years. Many exhibitors demonstrated how well the industry is prepared for digitalisation and
how these new technologies can be used within a manufacturing environment”, continues
Evelyn Warwick.
“We are very pleased with the positive results of EuroBLECH 2018, which, compared to the
previous exhibition, attracted a consistently high visitor number across the four show days
from Tuesday to Friday. Therefore, EuroBLECH 2018 ends with a record floor space of
89,875 net square metres and a sustainable visitor figure, which of course is also due to the
booming industry. Many exhibitors reported positive sales figures”, concludes Evelyn
Warwick.
A total of 58% of exhibitors came from outside Germany at this year’s show. This represents
a further increase in international attendance by 4%. The preliminary results of the exhibition
survey show that 37% of visitors came to EuroBLECH from outside Germany, resulting once
again in good international visitor attendance. Major visitor countries, next to Germany,
included Italy, Switzerland, the Netherlands, Spain, Turkey, India, Great Britain, Poland,
Austria and Belgium.
A great majority of the visitors came from the industry (73%), followed by visitors from
workshops, trade and services. The most important sectors visitors belonged to include
engineering, sheet metal & products, steel and aluminium construction, the automotive
industry and its suppliers, electrical engineering, iron and steel production as well as rolling
mills and heating, ventilation and air conditioning technology.
With 97% the percentage of trade visitors was again very high. Besides the high rate of
international visitors, the exhibition could, once again, register a high percentage of visitors
from the top management with decision-making and buying capacity. The percentage of
visitors involved in decision-making was almost consistent at 79%.
The preliminary results of the exhibition survey show that both exhibitors and visitors at this
year’s EuroBLECH were highly satisfied. The visitors praised the comprehensiveness and
international range of the products on display as well as the quality of the exhibition stands
and the many live demonstrations of digital processes. The exhibitors praised the qualified

RELEASE
NEWS
RELEASE
NEWS
RELEASE
NEWS

and international audience with its high percentage of decision-makers. The exhibitors also
stated that they had made a large number of new business contacts. More than 70% of all
exhibitors stated on-site that they intended to exhibit again at the next EuroBLECH in 2020,
which will take place from 27 – 30 October 2020 at the Hanover Exhibition Grounds in
Germany.
In addition to EuroBLECH, Mack Brooks Exhibitions is organising a range of sheet metal
working exhibitions in different markets: the next BLECH India will take place from 25 – 27
April 2019 in Mumbai. AsiaBLECH 2019 will be held in Chengdu City from 20 – 22
November 2019. The first BLECH France is taking place from 21 – 23 January 2020 in Paris,
France.

Winners of the EuroBLECH 2018 Online Competition
Once again, EuroBLECH put innovative technologies and a professional audience in the
focus with this year’s EuroBLECH Online Competition. “Step into the digital reality” was the
theme of the awards and the winners were chosen online by the sheet metal working
community. The winners were officially awarded with a trophy on the second day of the
show.
TRUMPF Werkzeugmaschinen GmbH + Co. KG won the award in the category “Digital
Transformation” for their indoor localisation system Track&Trace. It is based on Ultra Wide
Band Technology (UWB) and can determine the unambiguous position of markers in real
time with the help of satellites.
In the category “Best Start-Up”, Fractory Solutions OÜ from Estonia received the award for
the development of their on-demand sheet metal manufacturing platform Fractory.co which
streamlines the outsourcing process. Customers can get instant quotes and lead times by
uploading a CAD drawing which makes the ordering process ten times faster and more
economical.
Q-Fin Quality Finishing received the award in the category “E-Mobility”. They presented their
“F200 XL” which was designed for the deburring, grinding and edge rounding of very small,
light sheet metal parts.
Further information about EuroBLECH as well as new videos and pictures of the show are
available on the show website: www.euroblech.com.
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